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1. According tc source, the Frensh plan to offer %o substitute the
present protectorate status of Horoosc for an alliance bebtween
hwo soverelgn states¥. This appsrent concesslon would, in
fact, Larbi stated, gilve France more power than before l1n Moroasoo,
Inasnuch as the agresment would be bllateral instead of mulil-
laterml. Larbl added that France intends %o confront the
Algecirse Powers with a falt accompll , and su%gested that any
acvlon taken bXthher foreign powers musht be effected as qulckly
a8 possible. su can bo cartain,® he said, Fthat unless one of
the powers does something asbout i%, France will have in offest
bakan avarythin% of valus in Moroccso in what willl appesr %o be
5 legal mannar.'

2., In view of the above, larbli stated, the Sulbter of *orceco would
walcome gid from the United Stabes in deorsasing the influsnce
of the Fpsnch in Morocco and that in rebturn for such sid the
aultan would be willing %o shere equally in mining and mineral
sonsessions which he would grant "exclusivelyY to American~
sponsored enterprises. He stated that in Bou-Azzer, for example,
there was a great desl of cobalt and mangensse which was stlll
unexplolied snd which could bs mined exclusively by Amerlcan
orgenizations. In additlion, he said, thare sra largs dsposiis
of lead snd other miasrals in the region of Agaouz which have
oot been axploited and will not be unless the Sulten is oertain
thet the French will not gain control of these deposits.

3. Zarbi stressed the need for the cunstrudtion of improved highways
in the mining counbry of the Atlas and of a westwerd extension
of the railroad at Agadlr. .

4. Aacarding to Larbi, the Banque de Yaris st Pay-Bas (through the
Bangue d'Etat du Maroc}, the Compagnle des Transporte du ¥aroc
and the Sooclete de Prospection lMiniere have alrsady obtained
huge concessions in the mining region, but thelr claims wers

. based on grants of doubhful legality. If ths United States
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Larbi stated thet he had been approsched by a member of n Russian
commercial misslon which recsubly cams Lo lorocco to dilscuss
obbalning concessiong for lead mining. Reportedly the Hussisns
offerod to furnish all egquipment, Ltools, trensport sud techanlcians
as well ag sea btransporitatlon from the port of sgadir beglmning
in the spring of 1947. They specifled that thoy would also used
a long=torn concession with the right of sir-passage %o snd from
designated landing sites near the polnt of operatlions. e said
it was not probable that the presont French suthorities wonld
grant“suchvconcessicns, but added thot “porhaps the next ones
would®.

Source coneluded by ststing that it wae obvious thet the liorocoans
dld not now possess the means or the ablility to exploit the miveral
riches of the counbry, bubt that i% weg equally obvious thet sonme=
one would furnlsh the means %o <o so in the wesr fubture. It would
be rore beneflecial to the Lkorocecans from s Tinanclal, religious
and economic wolut of view, he sald, if tho oventual exploitinge
nower were the United Listes. Furthormore, he added thot %the
nresence oi the United Statos would gerve as a stimulant to
liohamedan reslstance %o Commiunist doctrines. According to Larbi,
the “ulbten 1s savprehensive of possible Cormunist influence on

the Morocoan lowey clagses as well as on colonisl poliecy.

The Hultcn plans to visit Tangler in tho near Fubure. Larbil
stbated that the Vrench, believiay that 1t mizht be to btheir
Glgesdvantage Bo prevent tho trin, hove adopbod the idea of the
1des gs thelr own, and are malting cvery effort to Torward the
project. ource ststed that the Sultan plens to call on Mohaned
liakkl al-liegirl, leader of tho “ahda kationalist Party, during
his vislt to Tangler.
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